ASP #L, Feb 1965, is published for the 110th : ' VENOM

mailing of the Fantasy Amateur Press Associat—~ . T
ion by Bill Donaho, P.0. Box 1284, Berkeley, 5 Contents this issue are rather
Calif. 94701 hodge-podge, but there should be an

editorial and trip report by ye publisher,
mailing comments by Gordon Eklund, and
a selection of reprints from the Cult., If there's a cover, there's-a cover and it'll have
the artist's name on it; otherwise no art work is contemplated.

And 1 hope this makes the 110th mailing. All the mimeographs in Berkeley seem on
the blink, so unless I can get hold of Fd Meskys out in leermore, you'!ll no doubt be
reading this in the 1llth malllng....

SILLY SEASON The silly season is upon us again. This year it seems to have taken the

form of idiot FAPA motions. They're funny all right, but the trouble is
seme, if not all, of them are going to pass. First, we had Sneary's re the Cult. I
laughed like hell when Rick showed it to me at the Pacificon, but I wouldn't cosign it.
I distrust jokes which might backfire. Besides I could very well see p0551b1e brickbats
for a Cult co-signer. And Pels is getting said brickbats I note.

However, once Rick's motion was introduced, everyone seemed to get into the spirit of
the thing. Ellington says he's going to introduce a motion banning all multi-apans and.
Pelz says he going to introduce another one banning all mono-apans. And Rike had a sug-
gestion which appealed to me very much. Dave suggested we introduce a motion banning all
Charter Members of SAPS. :

An obvious line of campaign presents itself. SAPS as an organization was founded as
a criticism of FAPA. -The Charter Members of SAPS considered FAPA a dull ‘and.stodgy group.
They actually dared to c¢riticize FAPA. Down with SAPS! Expel all SAPS members! But
on the other hand, let's be fair., Perhaps some modern SAPS don't know the nefarious pur=
pose of the organization, why it was founded. Let's give them the benefit of the doubt.
Let's expell only the Charter Members of SAPS, '

Are there any other Charter Members of SAPS in FAPA but Sneary?

RPM, METCALF Under ordinary circumstances I wouldn't bother trying to correct a couple of
& ALL THAT false impressions that seem to.have gotten around, figuring it would all

come out in the wash, but as Karen says, '"Let's lean over backwards this
yeareees'  SOese As you all know the Cult is an uncouth organization, given to strong
language and strange, ingroupish jokes. One of the running Cult gags is the tag, 'He lies
a lot," first applied—I believe—by Dian to Ed Baker, but since pounced upon with great
glee by other Cultists and applied to both themselves and others. In Gordon'!'s mailing
comments in ASP last mailing his phrase YNorm Metcalf, who lies a lot,L  was not meant to
be taken literally. It might also be mentioried here that while Gordon, Alva and I had no
“'idea our contributions were going thru FAPA when we sent them to Norm, he did ask our, per-
mission b;fore he put RPM in the mailing. (Which I think is leaning over backwards on

his part, \

Various people have accused Norm of lying about this er that. Frankly, I've always
found him to be truthful to a fault, and I would expect him to tell the truth in situations
where this would be very disadvantageous :to him. And Norm has an inconveniently retentive
memory for the most minor details. He also saves correspondence, I've long since abandon-
ed arguing science fiction with him. And if, in telling a story I say, "One Saturday last
month I did such and such" and Norm comes back with, "No, you did it on a Friday, the
- month before last," I shrug philosophically. He's always right on these 1llttle points,
drat him. e T



But perhaps this last example is unfalr Lo, Nomm... -He:, says that; he enly piekginita;
vhen they are important. Well it seems at iea.st that. everyth:mg connected .in"the- remotest ‘
way with sclence f1ct:|.on 1s Jmportant. e e S web U e el DG o] e
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o of courSe Norm's interpretatlon of what has happened is Just as apt to be wrong as

. ~-’f--‘anybody else's., And 1f he threw up_to me someth:.ng I had said in the past, I might try

"o wiggle out ‘of it- by saying ‘ "Is that what I .8aid, or what you.thowght I said? .. What .

© ‘were my exact words?" “But in remember:mg the sequénce of gross physn.cal eventgy {L believe
Norm to always be accuraté and feliable. Be it also noted ‘that Norm is well kmown to be
stubborn a.nd tactless, two. "faults" oft assoclated w:.th an add:.ctlon to truth.

' Ks for the ‘great $25.00 Brlberv, I wasn't a w1tness to the scene descr1bed by Nom,

but I can testify to the following: +the version of ‘events printed in RPM is the same ver-

sion { heard from Norm the day after it happened. And T never heard any other version from

hm. e . ' R ) ’

-rﬂ’ ‘ ’ "'.-x

. Hav:.ng a robust sense of humor T laughed heartlly at Norm's aocoun% however, ‘I dld
did indicate tt Norm that I didn't’ think this sort of behavior was an example of -the high~
fst tjype of" ethlcs.J Norm allowed as how he d:z.dn't e1ther., (Now I.don't. exactly call this
"giving him hell" and in’ arny case my crlticlsm was about the bribery aspects of the matter.
In fact I'm somewhat puzzled as to how I could be in a pos:.tlon to give. aayone. hell for

casting an ant:.-blackba,‘L‘L vote...s) P T A

) " On the’ other hand', at a later date T was. defendmg Norm to one of ‘Breen's strongest
supporters-—-one who ‘gets’ along fine w:Lth me but doesn't like Norm—-and I said, "But I'l11
have to admit I didn't care for that $25,00 oaper.,.."

¢ But then the staunch Breen supporter came back w:Lth "Oh well. ; If that's the only
. way he could get his. momey ft’ of Walter...‘, " He stlll \d;:.sla.kes Norm, you understand
but fa:.rfs fa:.r. Lo : . '. : o g
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" i’ Actually I don't “think, anythlng 1nke brlbery or. attempted bmbemr took plac o. Both
Metcalf and Breen wére perfectly aware of what was going on and both were trying to out-
fox the other for: propaganda. purposes. p And both ‘got burned. ._But_at. least .Norm got his
money. s ‘ ‘ oot

L*AFFAIRE MEZZANINE Again, I wasn't there. I was bartendmg for the. ""yracuse in '66"
party--along ‘with Terry Garr and Jock Root:(sneaky ol' Dave Kyle.)
Ellington caitie running in to get me, but by, the. t:Lme I got out there it was all-over. .-
However, 1 have talked with. the prmcn.pals and other eyewitnesses and can safely say that
ma.ny of the most famous detalls of the affa:.r Just'. dldn't take. place e ,

For one th:.ng, whlle Gretchen naturally,,l;as her own pomt of v:Lew, ‘her account of
the ﬁ_ag:ts of the mcldent.ls‘ substantlally acoux;ate,. Halevy. feels that it is'a loaded
account, but. the only "faq ual maccuracy" 'he has po:l.nted out is "y dldn't do .so. much. run-
“ing Back and forth;t’ Al aduits; that’ B,uechley d;.dn't reach for Kevin and slz,p, e, grab-
béd for Gretchen ‘as she wds' thé hedrest to him.” And Buechley admits ‘that Gretchen did
not, scratch or claw him, (Ev:Ldently this rumor got started because Buechley had cut him~
self shav:t.ng and people,, seen.ng the abrasion.on his neck, leaped to.the most exciting con-
élusmn.) “Nor dmd Boggs say "Unhand that wgman”‘ However various.- eyemtness ‘have quoted

- f'hif.m*’as; say:.ng "Klll him! or "K:.ll the bastéfrd&" As :t'or Redd .and., Kev:.n's npt. coming. to:
' Grétchents’ defense; " she "didri't seen to need “the She was doing .quite well, on.her-own,.
Vind T rather imggine that if anyone had’ come t uechley"s defense,. th1ngs mpuld have
gotten even more mteresting. o

I . . RIS : = I s
R 2 : [

Although most of the attendees seem to feel that thls mcident was much the best :Ltem ,
"on the program“ and that 1t added sp:u.oe to the con, naturally the con committee can!'t take |,

{
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such a detached view. It's a highly embrassing sort of th:mg to have happened. While we.. .
obviously feel that we have the right to keep ron-members out of the con, this did not
_apply in Gretchen's.case and the whole -inhcident was handled most ineptly. - And it conta:.ned
examples of ver:)r bad marmers. Al has since profusely apolbg:l.zed to Gretchen. -

LYING Vs . while I've always been vaguely alars that fans on the whole are a rather truth-
QUIBBLING ful lot, recent events have brought to Llight an attitude that I fihd most"

. peeculiar: lying is bad, but. quibbling is all r:.ght. This. seems strange sinde
quibbling is telling the truth in such a manner that you kmow Jou are. gomg to be misuhders

y stood it seems Just as Mhad" : as an outright lie. -

) Yet most fans seen to. have l:.ttle or'no obaection to quibbling. One of the more recent
Cult ‘sports has been exposing a long line of Breen quibbles, but the same process could be
“applied to many fans. In the recent fracas the publications of some "extremists" reminded
me of the remark someone oncé made ‘about Mark Twain, "Therefs po bigger lidr than an in-
di@ant man,'! (these fans are in good campany, arwhow) but it's astonishing how many fans
did prefer to’ misslsad through quibblmg than Yo tell a direct lie. s . y :

......

In. the nn.dst of it all I wrote a rather emotional letter to Fan A saying that Fa.n B

| and ?a!i‘ C were managing to defend thelr side ‘without directly lying, but that Fan D was

ng.“* Naturally 'this got back to the parties concerned.. And Fan D apologized profusely;
he said he got backed into a corner and felt he had to lie. Fan B and Fan C were qu:.bbling
to beat hell o£ course, but -ail’ concerned felt they had the superior v1rtue.

You understand natura:l_'l;y' that while all this was going on in private s in public print
we. weye all yelling at each other. (Fans A,B,C, & D were all on the Other Side,) Or
dignifiedly ex_pressing extrems disapproval and/or distaste as. suited our. individual styles.
" Later it dawned on-ine that this “is sort of peculiar too. A "Geneva Conventn.on" of fan ‘
feudmg perhaps? . . . :

But why sho.uld we feel that quibbl:mg is better than lymg" If it were 2 matter of
lling{t:he precise truth and letting your l,istener missintepret it if he will, that would
‘be one thing.” But log:.cal],y it would ‘seem. that if you deliberately tell the truth in such

a‘fianner that you know 1t will be missmtepreted, it's as bad as lying But obvioud y I
don't feel that this is so. Nor do.a lot of other fans. Why I even caught Nom Metca.lf
in a quibble once. . T e AR ‘ ‘

. IAGOS ;[N ' Th:.s .reminds me of Harry‘s. remark “There are ho Iagos in FAPA," and Brem'_s

THE "Cl.UT"‘ reply . to. him' "I also hppe you are right in your Splendid. Profession of
Faith that tthere are nc Iagos in Fapa': 16%¥d knows there are several in |
the Glut, and I~ fear that several of these may enter FAPA within our lit‘etmes." - “ ‘

This 18 very puzzl,ing Who, in hell could he be. talki.n about'> Present ‘Cult members |

_on the FAPA waiting 1ist are Patten, Sc;thers, Tapscott, F'itch, Dian Pelz, and Eklund.
‘None of them seems a 1ike]_.y candidate for the role., '

Patten Aas Tago? . This 1sa concept the mind mll not entertain for a moment. _

. Scithers as Iago? Well my usual reaction to him is, l "George P put down ‘that sledge
hannnerl" rather than think:,ng of him as; a subtle type like Iago. ‘But I suppose if one is ‘

......

Tapscott a.nd Fitch” They have been amongst the ‘Cult neutrals in the recent wars. , but
of’ course neither has. been 100% ‘behind Breen. Tapscott has ‘asked embrass:mg questions

' too and Fifch has said that he thinks Walter does it and should give some assurances that
he plans on’ stopp:l.ng But both refused 1o, sign a Sc:.thers petition to throw Breen out of

ST
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the Cult and Fitch was one of the non-disruptive cdn'boycotters. And what anti-Breen sen-
timents they :ha.ve -have. a.lways been expressed. openly, Aso 1t's d:x.fflcult to see. e:|.ther as
Tagowi * "+ ekw ;403 ) , e i , ) . "751" LAF o
ﬁar’ :‘_.1" . _‘.; ‘; - PN ot gl e re e o S '_ e .
‘Dian’as, .~Iago‘? Ifm sure she'd make a good. one if" she ‘ever cered ¢ take on the role.
And I can even see her throwing her heart into the part and -énjoying it. ‘But ‘she:seems-to
~prefer & more direct approach. . And in the recent controversy she’s been almost aesledge-—
‘ hemmerish as George. S o e , S B i
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. Eklund a8 Tago? Yea god,s. xTeIl now that the idea has been presented :to h1m, he ma.y
give it a wh:.rl but actually the part Wouldn't f£it* very well. _ “But ‘How the party lirie .
has changed! The fast time I heard, I had Brainwdshed poor, inhocent Tordon:  : I‘guéss now
cpoor; . ‘innocent Gorden has bramwashed me, wh:LSper:Lng horr:n.d Seacon storles in my ear no
doubt° S e T _ R S :

BIAPER SNATCHING Whlle I was. away onmmy tr;l.p‘one of “the funn:.est brouhdhhas of recent
Rt o month., took plape., ) I unders tand ‘a fuller adcount of The. Great D:u.aper
Snetch is prcsen’c.ed e],sewhere in the: man.ling, .Some - of,‘ the details scund too: funny ‘to be
true or rather they partake of a ngher Truth; they should hiave happened’ evén if they -
didnt; T haven't been able to, establish whether or not (1) Breen said it was all a
plot on the:part of the; comm:Lt.tee to. make him look: rldlculous. (2) Breen s&id Phil Dick
i".l5tole:the diapers to give to Al Ha.levy., j}) Breen: told the pollce that Phil chk 1s "queer
“for dirty- dlapers,", And 'S0 I'm keepmg An open mind’ there.,, S

SR I

However the fo'L'Lomng pomts seem réasonably esta'bils'hed (l) 'A bundlen of‘dirtjr
dlapers ‘was: stolen from the Breens' Lront porch. (2) The neighbors described a "suspicious
man" hanging, aroitnd the r\elghborhood whose desorlptlon resembled Ph111p K.  Ditk. (3) Breen
‘called the. polics-and turned Phil .Dick. m. *(4) Phil D’J.ck was ‘able ‘to Mbeat the: rap" since
e has a beard and: the man the ne:.ghbors saw doesn’t. _ And 1ord kn0ws s th:.s 1s funny enough.

CULT NEWS As Eney‘s Cultzn.ne AVANC is going through this mailing, most of - yod are - awdre
;i » that rquite prcperly and leg,ally Dick dropped Breen from the Cult. Breen's
f f: F. R, was qu:.te 11egal aecorc},mg to the Cult g?nstltutlon--but 'bhen that's nothing new for
U Walter; Nevertheless,-after:due cons:.deratlon, I've decided, 4o’ co—-s:.gn ‘a petlt:.on t0: Ye~
.instate Breen. Much of the.laughter would be gone from the Cult wi{:hoxit hm. Besa.des,

,,,,,

il lcanmg over backwards-this year, e

Tt P
ety il : fl

BLACKBALILS & THE.. I understand that. with the ¢¢M¢j¢%¢¢é concurrance of- the Fest of the
WKITING LTST, ~~ -FAPA officers the Secretary-—Trea.surer 1s-~through a legal quibble—

g remstc.tlng thoe. entlre bleckballed waiting l;Lst. ‘This seems a thoroughly
JCunc)z decrlon ard cne which wlIL'L be .mheld’ (And 1t’s a Sneaky Tnchrthy of "the Cult
©09. R S TSI Cogmromn s wngt ST oyt
qrre ‘-Iowever if.-the blackballs were more selectlve such a solut,:Lon mlght be more dlfflcult
For instance one ofstite sc:.ence—f:.ct:.o*l fans in’our midst is. pflnt‘l‘.:mg a’ campalgn to black-
hali all the non sc:x.enco~110t...on fans on the wa:li',lng 1ist. However, ‘he'‘says: giooxﬁ.xyp "It
won't do muzh "~ anyhom The ma.Jorlty of FAPAns aren't ‘science=f'ictidn’ fans - elther'"

' |,|‘;

Of course. th:Ls would result 1n such a'mass oi‘ b‘lackballed walt::hg-llste‘rs #that the

off:.cers could probab}.y deal wn.th ~khe .problem in: the same way, L
&t B Tom PR

: Bur, how would xthe o,f)fleers deal mth the probiem :Lf ten 6% niore FAPA‘ns SOrﬁ tofisubtly
'leu it be known that they were going "to put-all*the’ wait:.ng ‘[igtepstin a ‘hat; draw dwo or
three ofithems out:at: random .ang, . blaqkball them? How could the officers tell these from
legitimate!” blackba_ls?? LIt eeu.},.d7 e’ déne I guess., The V—P ‘gguld be‘on’theswatch for
rsplock votdng and/or: blackhalls ‘of ant;,—blackballers bu’t o the other” hand: steh "official
to reins*attmen'bo“ would: be+get;_t.a.x;1g1further and furthei' from” thé constitutiony Or Mofficial

~cinstatement” would get to be such a régular thing ‘that dver’ someoni&i "1 &gitimately:
blackballed would be reinstated. = Well, no doubt we!ll find out.
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5LiGE“H0USE 11 (Tcafr):_ I possess a vcry strong personal 1ntorest in nevs—

bapers, partlcularly those that are. ,ancient. or, at
leasty Very Old. Bocause ‘of this I was quite interdsted in Jour deycrlpthpn
-of bo:.nb turned on. by ncwspaper hezdlines' about the s1nk1ng .of .the battle=
ship ilaine’ and stuff: such as this. I oven haVe a tiny oollectlon of rocent.
newspaners, which'I save whonever soncthing Really Big haanons 1n tno vorld. :
I have hopes that soneday,aftor much- paf31ng of timo, thesc ncwspa:.ors v1ll ’
‘be rarseand- possess huge “nounts of Sensc of Wonder,. At.hone I have stored,
if they have not bheen. throm avay, copios of the’ Soattlo ‘dailes vhich Tirst’
annoanced stuff like John Glenn!s.orbital flight, the eleotlon of Kennedy in
1960, and Roger liarist! 61st-hone run (a baseball torm)..’ Evon herc, I have:
a cepy of the Novenber: 4,. 1964, igsue of tho San Francisco G hronicle whose
rather wordy hecdline statess "Blg Johnson W1n° Solld nur)hy Lead, Propos1—
tion 14 Passes." Vory historical stuff. T S ST

I havo had a fev flectlng contacts v1th rcally anclont stuff. EhbuAh such
moments, at least, to firc my owm interest. .In junior high school, I‘had
an English teucher whoé broucht all sorts of ncusp pers to school -Onee, passing

- then. around -tho class. liost: of .the pavers.uore:of relatively rocent vintage,

but- to a twelve year old the bombing of Pegrl.Harbor.and the first Atom Bomb ...

‘Was hlstory book stuff._ I Lound rcading. thc contomporary accounts far more
" exciting than the dry history texts I had becono acustomed to rcadlng.~ Even

moro fascihating was a 1911 nouspaper Unlch had sonchow becone . a’ part: of our

- family.- collection of 0ld Stuff. I havon't "the s‘1ghtcst idea hov it got into-

our house, and nelther of ny parents recall either, ‘It was: just a. tJnlcal )

. daily of its era I guess, certainly nothmb of any great 1ntcrost happonecd

that particular day. I did rocive a big kick, ‘hovover, out of rcading the

box scores of the major. leaguc bascball gamcs.v Ty Cobb, honpened to have hlt

a homc run that day. A neuspaper containing an account of a Ty Cobb honme

run was much.norec exiting to me than discovering a similar account of Thonas

E. Dowoy's eléction., I think ncwspapers are & very important segment of
popular Amerlcan.culturc. ‘I've occa31onally vondcrod whother there are

serious .colloctors of such naterial in existences Are there: poople who, cqlloct
newspa_or with the same avid interest as. a colloctor of pulp ma.{_::a.z:u.neasx'> If ’

not, thero definitely shculd be.

I was about’thirtcen vhcn I flrst loarned of tho oxistance- of Dr. T. O'Conner
Sloane, PhD,- and prozihe cditor, Having a rather fond remomberence of both <.
the man 'and the magazine he’ edited, I'm happy to note that at least one ‘f‘*““”
other porson’ rpmbnber§ him. I aluays: ‘looked up’ to Sloane, all through ny’ E

scicnco fictional Jouth. I plcturod him .as & sclencc flctlonal god, porh&ps on. .

a levcl only onc- step. lovcr than that occuplcd by Hugo Gernsbacke I had. nost.

'of my idolization shattored, howover, wWhen I happonod to come upon tho badk

ssug, A'maz:mb contalnlng the good Drt!s-rather nasty denun01atlon of” spaoc—

'fllght. "You stupid prick," I shoutéd, and stomped out of the room. I qult

readlng scionce flctlon thc follov1ng day and bogan a ‘scatch for good sex novels.

~t
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Did Tou cver seo a photo of . Sloabne'P I dld, onces’ “He- was' a replly grand
looklng old man. - The: photo was only of als f“oe,.but you could tell by
his, uell, stance thathe must be quite tall.and. sturdy. He doosn't smile,
His hair is show white, and his chin in touched by a snall pure white, terrlbly
Vlctorlan beard, - It's rcally un¢ortunato thwt he hatod upaceshlbs.‘

I'm really sorry that my lotter 1n RPh7¥8 haszﬁd conpleted conv1noed you that
- I am nothing more-than ng llér, a nanlpulatoyw a man not to be trusted." I,
don!'t suppose 1t V111 be partleularly noaningful: if I were t state that ..
;dlsagree pretty thoroughly w1th yourilnp10931ons,*but Just ‘Por the. rge rd,
I do, most ‘strongly’with’ thc last’ charge. But I gucss -I'm'a rather biased
party. . I can, howovor, see. howr you nlght have_gatherod somevhat of an 1npr0351on
similar to ‘the oné Jou clalm to possess by readlng my RPH letter as it wag .-
publlshod in EAPAo ‘, - . ‘ , T -
‘The mathrlal I had in RPh #8 vas qulte strong stuff.v A great deal of 1t,
howcver,_. vas ‘noant tbe Teg sardod’ humorouslya; T roallze that a groat number
of peoplo thorou"hly frown én ‘the" concopt‘of uging a less’ than deadly serious
style and tochniqué to present qﬂlte sorious thoughts. ~ This neth d, hovever,
'is the onc cmployed,fon the»moat part 1 my RPII contribution. There are a’
lot of things in 'that letter riot. meant to be takon as wrltten. At least one
,paragraph is a diroct: parody of gonethlng carlier written by John Boardman
and publlshcd in the Cult., I.seom to- rccall a. oouple other similar instances,
. all’ regarding Boardman, bat” don't fool 3 e 4% . necessary- to check to be - o
" gure.- Theé paragraph that T do. romcnborh hovever, is almost -all Boardnan, I o
substituted g féw wordsy. earrymng tho1deéa in an opnosite: dlrectlon,thus :
3 iattonphang to show fhat. Boardman’s ronark Ais as ridioulous-as minhe obv1ously
* Yam and fge. (The “paragiaph-is the! one boglnnlng"STOf PRMSS.") ‘Since you.
* had not, 80 fap' as I am avare,‘rOod ,.eny of tho:previous” Cultzlnes, you
could not have reallzed t'ls. A31de from the dlroct parodles, 1ike'  tHoe one
. outlined above, : ‘at ledst 50% of the. ‘8OVOR pages of Plne in RPii were attenpts
t satlrlze,conmontﬂ qnd atti tudos ﬁrevlous »a présontcd 1n~the Cult discu551on
of Waltor Brecen., I'm afrtid most. of thls stuff flo/ped rather badly, angny,
because of my inability to realize what a great ompnas1se is- placed on the
use of facial cxprcssions and tone—of-v01oe to zet across»tonguo 1n—choek
“type humor on & porsonﬁto-per ont ba31s. ‘ SR ‘
'All of thls a81do, though, I rpalIy vish you'd rc—rcad my 1otter, 1n the llght
. of ‘what I've said abovoe, Pbrhaps my 1ntcnt10ns and motlves will be a blt
clearer non. If riot; I. guess- ‘maybe I am a llar, Uthh 1s a: thou cht to maLcs
mc fool rotton as hcll._‘__j.g(_m_ L T

> L N .
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DUCK IH THh APTERNOOﬂ (Raeburn & ClarLes) I vas culto onﬁhrhllcd by Boyd:

. Raeburns‘rather darlng ‘description
of the affeots of keenlng and vaillng of "tha” alnost porfoct state, But,’sad
as 1t may be to us- trudlénallsts,‘koezng and wailing seens “to ‘be n-its way.
Out, sadly followang 1n‘%he uake of -the- dong ' lancnted: art” “of. Honklng and
Screeing. Th: latest wave, pccoﬁldlng to’ oy radio; -is best ‘described as
Shrilling and’ Crashlng, In order t properly have .a Shrllllng und Crashlng

em ot
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' . a SGml-truck,'vhlch e will then proceed to.drive on stagey crashlng into‘

ﬁ@@&ﬂ@@@t__;:-___;g__;_r_;___Jﬁ@mJ@EL?”
song, one flrst necds a large batch of fcmale 31ngers, a shrill group ofit
pr-viously out of work musicians, and various sound effccts of autonobile
3°°l@9ﬁ§5v1th huribrous sounds. of brakes, being. apolled; shrill brakes, of ‘
"“course. I roalize that frequ ntly‘Keeningand Ualllhg~has boen ‘intersbersed
by the Sounds of #lie road-track, but,snrllllng and orashlnb ig’ much more -7 .
reliably Etnnlc,wcontalnlng as’ many screans of varning as p0531b162u18hr1111ng B
and - Crashlng also uses fomalec vocalists, a much more reallstlc act. iEam %
oag@rl& avaiting- ‘the -day’ in-which the first concert of Shrilling and Crashing

R

I

‘84n be givony - Atithe conclusion of the ! (concerf, a drunk will be vlaced inside i__ .

“thé musicians who trill give vith:shrill scre.ms, vhlle the' zirl sIhgers shout
-erys of warning and "Isn't that a noat car," and "Uho is that driver?” and
) othor blts of ethnlc stuff. Great Sounds.' Or Somothlng. ‘

o
o
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B DJSCAHT 12 (Clarkes) Geo, I was an early reoegtlveness le mysol;, so I agrec’ '
ﬁé'taumht the art’ of roadlnc at an age-.oarlicr than six.. I Aignt't leérn to
read until I was six or seven nyself, but I was early receptlve about- wrltlng.
I used to writc pages and pages of letters and stories and jazsz crltlclsm, :
~all. at the age of four. I wroto enough thon to satisfy at least ten Years

v of” FAPA reéquirenents, -with onough left ever.ito form my owmn aﬁa. Thls eariy

; receptlveness uscd #o0 piss my parcnts off rathor fieroely at flr't. _“Stop
béing so gaeddan’ early receptive," they:would shout, kicking my young body faa i

across a room 'or tiwro. ' But, .fortunatelyy for my health and sanity I didn't"
have the slightest conoeptlon of the existonce of an alphabet, liy. "urltlngs"
were. nothlng but scrawls. They vercé artistic scravls, though,: damnlt, ‘and vhen
I beoomo a rich and famous scravler, I will oncé. agcin look back’ on. thoee old
days and remlnlse and got wrltten up 1n Playboy. e A Coo
eELP iu TVKTION 6 (Hoffman) Bock a fov‘yeors ago, Uhen I used ﬁo vatch':

' television nore often thdn tvo or “thred’ tlnes v
. per yoar,. people like Don "Red" Barry wore showing up on the westerns with -
tremendous frequency. When I'd spot one of the old covhoys, I would sliout and

“”.scream and keon and wail. ‘Although.a child of the television age, much of

. Iy sarly television. was ‘doninated by poople like Hoot Glbson, Ken llaynard, and
“'Bob Stoele., These: oewboys were Real to me, and nuch’ nouter than latecomers
hﬂllke Harsnall uatzlsname and K1tty. Chester as vell._- Coa

. P . L.
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SALUD 20'(EBusby) I thlnk 1t is usually qulte sens 1ble to Judve people ' ‘ff‘“

by first impression and first appearonoe, espccially vhen

: one's flrst impression is ‘one of 4Thig. guye an exhibionist.t Exhibitionist

-must be elaSsod as’ phonlos, right from -tho- start, and -this is hardly the

_type.of nerson onc journics t6 scicnce -fiction conventions .in order to meet.

,There are a lot of colorful ‘and ncat eceontrics in the vorld, I'guess, all

very much worth mootlng, ‘but ‘I don't:think one: finds & vory large number of

" them at selence fiction conventions, cithor. .In fact, I'm fhst ocbmlng o

conV1nced the one finds goddam few of ~them - anywhere.»,ju ene o O

oy
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.rathor strongly with Norm's comment that children should = -
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ACROSS TE COUNTRY......

<

Early in December I got the opportunity to take a sort-of busmess-type ‘brlp to .
Toronto. Well it seemed like a good idea, so I.said I'd.go. I also decided .to drive' in-
stead of -fly since this'would:give:mérthe opportunity oft’ ‘makinig various. stops ‘on the way
and also. of goi.ng ‘on to New York- if I ha.d time. ! Also, :|.t was cheaper.

Well naturally one has some anxiety about driving cross country in the middle of
winter, ‘so.;I took -the southern route both ways. This worked out well as I only met with
bad weather twice. - It snowed:on.me just-as I was dri;v:Lng .into Montreal and on theé trip
back I ran into some’ sleeet just outside Amarillo. But in ne:.ther case did I have to put
s chains. _ . i _ .

The. ba.sic problen was the vehicle. I have a 1960 Willys J eep which has good rubber
and a recentl:)r rebuilt motor S0 I had no mechanical difficulties’and no flats on the entire
8,000 mile jaunt, but I:did have constant trouble ‘with the electrical system. However
this was more a nuisance than a problem. .The main problem was speeds The Jeep has a top
speed of -about 65 mph, but I've been told to cruise around 50;mph as speeds in.éxcess of
this will qu:n.ckly burn out the motor. f So. I drove 8 000 cross country cruis:.ng at about
L5 - 50mph- S o R

But one. can't drive h5 - 50 mph indefin:l.tely. One must stop occas:Lonally. \ With the
best will in the world I couldn't.average much more than 38 mph. . As my original plans
included the. hope I would be back in Berkeley before Christmas . 1 tried to make about 500
miles per day. - In order to do. this I had .to drive 1 =15 hours a day. .And I didn't have
'a passenger to: share the drivmg or to make conversation. Nor\a radn.o. CE S

: At. i’irst I d:t.dn't much care i‘or the experience, but by the thlrd day I was sort of
used to-it. .But I kept phon:mg up. Betty Kujawa.to postpone the 'date of my arrival in

South Bend. . And I wrote to- Terry' Carr. saying that I didn't think I would be in New York
- but a day or two, certainly ‘not, over the week—~end, so he should abandon plans. for that .
party he suggested’ throwing for me, but I'd try to see him at least. As it turned out I
wound up ha.ving to spend three weeks J.n Ne‘w York, but c‘est la cotton-pick:u'lt vie. :

I left home on Saturday, December hth and f:mally got to South Bend on the. fo]_'l.omng
Thursday. Gene and Betty and I had a grand- fannish time'and I spent about 24 hours with
them, They took me to dinner .at an Italian restaurant someplace in west Michigan and T
confirmed an old theory. European regianal .cockery varies not. only as to region of Europe, _
‘but also as to. region of the U.S. . When it comes to Chinese food ‘Cantonese cooking is:
not the same in' New York, in Chicago or in San Franciscd: Not to mention in places which
don!t have a large enough i‘oreign colony to develop a tradition of their own. The same
can be said for Neapolitan foodi . And of course most Chinese food in the U.S. is: Cantonese
“and most Italian food is Neapolitan :

As far as I am concerned both the best Chinese food and “the best Italian food can be
obtained in. hicago. I don't mean ‘that every Chinesevor. ‘Italian restaurant .in Chicago is
good, but that the best Italian or Chinése, restaurants-are foynd in- Chicago. . And the
best French restaurants are in San Francisco.. Of course when:it comes- to the very expensive
restaurants~~of any. natlonality-r-these are found in New York. . But, that is a different
category entirely. I think New York :is very. weak on middle-oriced restaurants or even

rdmary Faricy Expens:.ve ones, except for German restaurants and steak houses.

: But th:Ls was a very good Ttalian restaurant. And a mst enjoyable evem.ng. , "I got
up late Friday and started onward and eastward. I started to stop in Ann Arbor to see

’
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the Caug@rans, but figured Detroit was furtherer, so:iI'd push on and: try to stop: to see’
them coming back. 1In fact when I saw Jim and Suzanne in New York. I bromised I would, but....

Anyhow, on to Detroit where no one seemed to be at home. I stayed with Fred Prophet'
and Saturday night we went out to George and Mary Youngts and Dannie Plachetta came oger
too, but T never did get ahold of Teddy Bear or Tom Seidman or Dick Schultz. Howard was
working 12 Hours a day, 7 days a week, so I didn't get a chance to see him, but we had a
long chat over the phone. ' o & : Ui

Sunday night I drove into Toronto and called Boyd, making tentative arrangements to
see him Monday night. But when I took:'care of my business Monday morning I learned to my
dismay that I would have to be in Montreal the next day.;-So I beat it out of town without
seeing Boyd.

I got ‘into Montreal Monday night and had to spend all day Tuesday there, so I was
there Tuesday night as well. That was enough for me. It was cold. Anyhow, Montreal
is a beautiful city and has some good restaurants, but it seems deadly dull.

Wednesday I had electrical troubles again and didn't get out of Montreal until about
1:00 P.M, If T had only known how close I was to Potsdam that wouldn't have mattered,
but somehow I'd gotten the impression that Potsdam was in the western part of the state,
near Syracuse or something, and so drove on into New York, planning on visiting the Kyles
on'my way home, going via the New York Thruway, Potsdam, Ann Arbor and Chicago and/or
Wabash. Oh wellees..

Anyhow I drove on into New York. I had written the Shaws to expect me some time that
week, but as it grew apparent I wasn't going to arrive at a reasonable hour I began to
develop qualms about dropping in on them that late. I made a rest stop on the Thruway and
tried to call some non~fan friends in New York who keep more night-people-type hours. 1
dizled the old-familar number and got the ansering service of someone I'd never heard of,
I tried again. Same result. I look up the number in the current Manhattan phone book.

I had the right number. I called Information. They had "no such 1listing". I know the
New York phone company reassigns numbers with indecent haste, but it does seem a bit too
much to reassign a number still listed in the current phone book under another listing...

I tried two or three other New York numbers,.but got no answer, so I said, "To hell
with it," andrcalled the Shaws, warning them of my projected indecently late arrival. .They
said not to worry about that, but to come on in. So I did and we visited a couple of
hours before going to bed. .-

Thursday I started calling people: The friends with the "no such listing" number had
been in Tangiers for six months, but I got hold of several others, fan and non-fan, . I
promised HABAKKUK-columnist, Eunice Reardon, and her husband, Bob, I'd spend a few days
with them and Terry that I'd come over to his place Saturday for a Berkeley-type reunion
complete with PeteGraham and Ron Ellik. Ted White urged me to come out to his place Friday
evening, both for a Fanoclast meeting and because he wanted me to see his place and, since
right after the Fanoclast meeting he was leaving for Chicago and Larry McCombs wedding,
he might miss me otherwise. I promised I'd come if Bob and Eunice didn't have other plans
for me. : ' '

D! ; S
Larry and Noreen and I had another comfortable visit Thursday night--and then Friday
I went to Bob and Funice's., Hardly had I gotten in the door when Eunice said, "I won't
be able to entertain you for awhile; I have to finish typing this rush manuscript for Lancer
books." Eunice and Larry probably met at the Nunnery, but neither remembers the other,
Later Eunice started telling me about this rather peculiar literary agent she had just
 worked for. He sounded familiar, and yes, he turned out to be the same one Carol Carr
wrote up in LIGHTHOUSE a couple of mailings back. This seem amazing coincidences, but
actually the intellectual-bohemian world is not as large as all that and this sort of

lcoincidence! happens often....
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I didn't make it over to Ted's and the Fanoclasts. .Friday night at Bob and Eunice's
tumed out to be quite a llterary evening, winding up in a thoroughly drunken discussion of
the role of the artist in society. Bob and his friends and cronies were celeberating the
sale of Bob's book Jasper to Morrow. The sale was made to editor Joyce Johnsons who is now
quite the fa1r~ha1red girl théere. She started about a year ago, brought. in by a new vice-
president who——the theory. is—-wanted to change Morrow's image. Last year she wanted to._.
bring out three books: Bob!'s book, something by LeRoi Jones (then unheard of) and a third.
None of the other editors liked any of them but let Joyce have her way with the LeRoi Jones,
figuring it would have the best chance of selling since it was a violent protest book
written by a negro. It sold, starting Mr. Jones on his upward path. And another publish-
ing house took the third book and it turmed into a success also. Joyce'!s stock shot up.

Her selection of a mystery didn't hurt her either, Now Joyce hates mysteries, but was
persuaded to bring one out to "balance her list'. She chose it on the basis: "This seems
less awful than t he others." It got rave reviews and Tony called her up to tell her how
good he thought it was. . : . :

Then Joyce poiinted out to Morrow that the other book she wanted was still available,
S0 Jasger is scheduled for publication this October.

'And the next day was Satarday with a delightful fannish evening at Terry!s—-—we’ called
Berkeley and all——and I'm glad I had the forethought to go on the Subway and not to drive...

Then I sort of vanished from fannish eyes for a couple of weeks. For one thing‘my
business was proving more complicated than I had expected, but it was more <han that. To
some extent I felt as if I'd entirely left the usual world. I got involved with these
strange people who make the kookiest of fans seem sane and rational: the "underground
cinema group. They've peen written up in several national magazines recently and have
two regular publicity outlets in their magazine FIIM CULTURE and Jonas Meekzar!s polumn in
THE VILLAGE VOICE.. They've been labelled "our most avant guarde artists' and they are.
pretty avant all right. Those two weeks were quite an experlence. :

Unfortunately T just missed the big party given for Wllllam Burroughs when he passed
through town, but I got loving descriptions of it.. It was one of these weird mixtures. of
hlgh soclety and upper and lower bohemia where grand dames are given joints as they come
in the dcor. They smoke them too. I've been to this sort of thing myself, but. never to
one on-this scale. ;

Jerry Jolphin seems to be the film maker whose work is most respected.by the rest of
the group. He also paints. I didn't dig his stuff, but I did enjoy talking to him. He's
quite intelligent, very well educated and knows his @nions. I wouldn't be at all surprised
if he succeeded in establishing a Cult around himself. He can out manouver Harlan Ellison
any day'of. the week, and Harlan is pretty damn good himself.

éut I found Barbara Rubin more fascinating. Barbara is a qulte beautiful 19—year old
girl who dresses very colorfully and strlklngly. In fact, once the New Jersey police
escourted her to the New York border, saying, "Go back to the Vlllage. We don't want your
kind around here." And she hadn't done anvthing! They just. took one look at her...but
their reaction does seem a bit extreme. Barbara had on a2 blue velvet riding habit, com-
plete with high boots, andshe carried a riding crop. A long blue cape and large blue
turban completed the ensemble.. I had been supposed to go on that N.J. expedition myself,
but I slept too late. Damnit. I never have any fun.

Barbara is'now'making:her_second film. Her first-—whose title I'm afraid I've for—
gotten—has been an enormous success. At least with the Group. (Unfortunately few under-
groupd cinema films succeed in reaching a public showing. It seems there are all sorts of



isgaihdifficulties{...) The uysual reaction to Barbara's first film is an awestuff gasp
en some nervous.comment along the lines, "It's all ¢~—s and Ce——— S
the least bit pornographic." : ’ c s, but it isn't

_  (Both the cinema buffs and my literary contacts were unaminous that any serious port—
trg} gf sex, pornographic or otherwise, is O*U¥T, If sex is shown it has to be either
sat}rlzeq or made fun of. So any serious treatment of a sexual relationship can't actually
@ep}ct or describe the sex it's based on. If it goes, distortion enters, etc.. But this
is in the Arts of course. 3ex is doing quite well on the newsstands.)

. I liked Barbara's criticisms of her collagues! work. One of the underground cinema
pictures that got a public showing was an 8-hour epic called "Sleep". An unmoving camera
was trained on a sleeper from the moment he went to bed until the monent he got up. Then
the film was developed and shown. No editing. No cutting. The screening provoked a real
riot. Some of the buffs tried to compare it to the riot at the premier of "The Rites
of Spring" but I think Barbara's explanation is more realistic. -She said, "Everyone with
any sense at all left after the first ten minutes. Naturally with only complete idiots
left in the audience, anything could happen.!

There was another 8-hour epic of the Empire State Building during a typical day. (I
swear I'm not making these up.) Barbara didn't even bother going to this one. She said,
‘"They wanted to get pictures of the building swaying. The fools should have known it
doesn't sway at ground level,"

But Barbara also has a very strange quirk. She won't play anything on her radio but
rock and roll and owns no other kind of record. Most of the underground cinema group
leaned heavily in this direction though. Some of you will no doubt be gratified to know
that now I can recognize the Beetles. 1 even like them.

Barbara and Allen Ginsberg were having a big fight when I was there. (I toock Allen's
side which made Barbara furious.) It all started when Ginsberg and Orlovsky went to
Boston leaving the key to their apartment with Barbara. "If Allen had talked with Barbara
as much as I had, he never would have done it. You see Barbara believes you have to. trust
everyone, even if they've proved unreliable before. It's an offense both against man and
yourself to ever doubt anyone. So Barbara's notion of taking care of the apartment was
to let .anyone and everyone come in and out of it at any hour of the day or night. Naturally
the place was completely looted. Barbara was thoroughly shocked. '"There was no reason
for them to do that. They could come and go any time they wanted. It .was their place.
There was no reason for them to steal their own stuff,”

Then Ginsberg and Orlovsky came back. They weren't so philosophical about it. But
perhaps Allen was influenced by the same sort of philosophy. They found out who had stolen
the stuff—Ilong since sold and converted to horse of course-—but.Allen refused to do any-
thing about it. "We won't descend to their level," he said. Peter cried all night, but
Allen still wouldn't.

Jerry Jolphin had a similar bit, but he didn't carry it as far as Barbara. Jerry
would let anyone steal any of his stuff, even his movie cameras, but if he borrowed some-
thing from someone else he would take scrupulous care of it,

During the time I was with the group the news of Ben Rice's death arrived. Ben Rice
was a member of the group who had abandoned the crass commercialism of New York and gone
to Mexico to make movies. The story was that he had died of pneunomonia near Acapulco.
There was a large amount of shock: much stronger than any reaction to any fan's death;
it!'s a much smaller group and he was one of them, part of the landscape, considered one
of their best, etc. Nevertheless, there was a strong element of doubt about it. Someone



or other was raising a Fund to send to Mexico to pay the medical expenses of Rice's strand-
ed, pregnant wife. There was a general feeling of "Pneumonia? Acapulco??7?? 'ell, he
mlght have weakened his condition by overindulging in drugs.... But it would be so like
him to use this method to raise money to buy film.’ And, after all, last month he sent a
plea for money for film which was completely ignored of course..."

Anyhow it was quite a group and I sort of got enmeshed. On New Years Lve several of
us-planned to go out to Stoney Point for the big New Years Eve party. (There is‘an upper
bohemian enclave out there, the principal leaders of which are John Cage and some architect
whose name I forget. ) But as it approached time to go I began to feel strange fannish
hankerings. ‘“After- all New Years Fve is a special occasion, not some weekend when it
doesn't much matter what party you g0 tOsaee.

I figured there'd be a Fanoclast party of some sort and tried to get hold of Ted. I
had lost his number in my various perigrenations around town and as it is an unlisted
number I couldn't get it from information. I called Terry. No answer. 1I'called Boardman.
He was civil, but not very productive. I finally got it from Rich Brown, called Ted,
learned the Fanoclast party was at his place, had dinner, and took myself thither.

It was a very fine party and included out-of-towners like Ellik, the Caughrans and
Meskys (But McInnerney has printed a list of the attendees.) There were various people
missing I would have liked to see again or to mmet, but someone misses every party.

Meskys invited me to a party at his place the following day, but unfortunately I couldn't
make it. However, I did at last find time to start calling other fans like Ted and Jean
Engel and I made arrangements with Meskys to go to the ESFA meeting with him the following
Sunday where I saw Belle Dietz, 3am and Chris Moskowitz, Mike Deckinger, Frank Dietz, Walt
Cole, Allan Howard and others. I especially enjoyed visiting with Sam and Chris.

By this time my business was at last completed and I was impatient to get home and
also had the definite feeling that absence from underground cinema would make my heart
grow fonder. I didn't phone anybody to say goodby; I just left. I did stay all night with
the Shaws again, but then took off like a scaled duck. I was so impatient to get home that
I took the shortest route and even then contacted no fans along the way. However by the
time I got to Albuquerque I was feeling more relaxed——or tired of driving or something--so
I goofed off several hours, having coffee with Gretchen and visitings with the Tacketts whom
I had not met before. They were as nice as I.was expecting, but I did get one surprise.
I was expecting Chrystal to be Southern, and she!s Western to the core.....

Then I wcooted on home, drlylng the last 900 miles from Winslow, Arizona in one

stretch, and getting into Berkeley in time to have breakfast with the Ellingtons on Tuesday,
January 12th.

I had a good time, but I don't know how!s I'd recommend it for all the family....
But I hope to be able to make a more conventional type trip 'back East this Sprlng or
early Summer,



abb NIy FROM THE CULT

.As most of you new Cult members are probably.aware in the Cult an F.R. is published
every three weeks. And in between times quite often members publish f/r's or fractionals.
So discussions are vigorous and continuining. And much 18 writteri’wwith the assumption
that your audience not only has ‘read all the prev1ous discussion——and remembers it—-but is
also aware of the various persohalities involved, Therefore non-members who encounter a
Cultzine are frequently unaware of4what the Hell is g01ng on.

I'understand that Eney is sendlng the current AVANC through FAPA, Many of the dis-
cussions going on are self—explanatory, but in a couple of cases a little further background
may 'be useful. L

To properly understand my remarks.to Tapscott in AVANC, reference is made to previous
remarks of Don Fitch and Scotty Tapscott,. First, from Fitch's f/r 153.3908:
!

I have been informed that the parents of a fanzine editor (who is under 21)
have been sent a letter vaguely suggesting legal Action (wkat it actually said
was more along the lines of ¥No legal action is contemplated immediately against
your son...X, but the effect will almost certainly be serious Parent Trouble)
because of a letter of comment froem me which he published in September. I feel
much regret at being partially responsible for involving an innocent person in
such a distressing situation (as well as much surprise that he was not given
the opportunity to rectify the situation by apologizing in print or promising
not to touch on the matter again), and of course I am apprehensive that legal
action may be taken against me. Pending several weeks of careful consideration
of the matter, and of the advisability of dropping fan activity completely (I
do not, at the present moment, think it will be tolerable, for a person who
likes to speak his mind, such as it is, as freely 'as I do, to remain in an en-
vironment in which it is necessary to guard continually against writing or say-
ing anything which might possibly lead to a lawsuit for libel, slander, or de-
famation of charactereese.«...s 1t is abundantly clear that the much-vaunted
Freedom of Expression, Honest speaking-forth of ideas and opinions and beliefs,
and Open Communication which supposedly exist in fandom are in fact at least as
severely limited and constrained as they are in "mundane" 1life, and until I can
readjust to this hypocritical approach (or decide to reject it outright), I
shall adopt the policy of wisdom and proceed with extreme caution.

And then in Walter Breen's F.R., KIZMAIZ #5, Tapscott asked Fitch:

T'd like to hear details about the harassment you mention in f/r 153.3908. -Who
is it that's talking about legal action now? This lawsuit syndrome seems to be
spreading, and if anything is likely to kill fanpub this is it. Bah. Sometimes
fans make me  sick. -

To which Breen inserted an editorial comment: Why are you staying in the Cult, then?

And Eklund's comments té me in AVANC, plus Eklund's and my comments to Lichtman all
grew out of my comments to Breen on his and Marion's "Unwillingly to School" which ap—
peared in the 1ast FAPA mailing, Fitch's entering into this discussion and Lichtman's
remarks on Fitch's methods of ccmmenting as exemplified by that. First my comments °
to Breen in Don Fitch's F.R. , UNMENTIONABLE #1, Part A.

"Unwillingly to School" proveked much discussion in and around Berkeley. Do you
remember Bradbury's "The Playground"? That was truly-a.grisly work. I don!'t suppose
that you!ll be too surprised to learn that most people did not accept your point of
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view. For one thing Bradbury is right as is "Lord of the Flies," Children are like
that, at least in our Culture. And not just "rough" underpriviliged kids either.
And T don't think you realize that the Berkeley schools are much better in this
respect than most cities in the-country. The only places that are better—and they
may very well have other drawbacks which more than compensate for their -advantages——
are places which still observe old-fashioned, strict - discipline and beat the hell
out of the klds if they step out of 1line. Like in Texas. - sl ;

Also, klds don't just automatlcally pick on other kids, they pick on other‘klds
whose appearance, speech, personality, etc. they don't like. One fan parent remarked
- that her child was going through 'a pompous, smart-alicky stage now and was naturally
i “picked—on', She tells him it is his own fault. : And as far as I can tell it .is,
although he may not be able to help it, of course. But the other kids are reacting
to the messages he sends them, not jumping on him at random.

David isn't a poripous smart-alec, of course. But he has the physical appearance
of a "born victim." Dany says that he wouldn't have lasted two days in any school
that Danny ever went te and that it's a plty because when you get to talk to the kid
he 1sn't like that at all :

I went to school in Texas myself and if: David had gone to any of the schools I
went to there would have been no physical violence.. But we had our own techniques.
There would have been a certain amount of verbal slanging and almost total . social non-
acceptance.. Anyone who looked like this would not have been able to get involved in
any of the normal cliques of childhood unless his cliquemates were also oddballs
and misfits (perhaps one might call them fannish types) who were also on the bottom
of ~the school's pecklng order. -

But you do have a problem.

(Actually I was trying to be very tactful in my comments there. - I also feel that the
attitudes expressed in "Unwillingly to School" were narrow and undemocratic and that -the
methods the Breens adopted to deal-with the situation, far from helping the situation,
were making it much worse. It seemed to me that they basically had two choices: (1)

Yank David-cempletely out of the school immediately or (2) Let him get his lumps, giving
him support and comfort at home and advice about how to carry it off best, but to rush
back and forth to the school ‘and to pull him in and out like & yo-yo would not .only make
that situation much worse, but would creat trouble for a child who already had a fairly
good adjustment to the school).

Anyhow, Don Fitch commented on my comments.

1 Gon51der1ng Walter's apparent belief in the 1nd1v1dua11ty and ratlonality of
humar beings regardless of age, I suppose that he recognizes that it's David's prob-
lem. Besides, Walter has worked himself into a Corner there; his obsessive dislike
of any sort of institutionalized authority makes it difficult for him to expect the

- school -officials to limit the freedem of action of their students by preventing
them from taking Direct action against people (other kids) they don't like, and of
_course~it!s impossible for him'to appeal to the Af#Z police faor protection. And the
--suggestion {Tapscott!s?) that a'kid who is much picked-upon-.by his peers would be
well~advised to take up weight-lifting and boxing would mean using Force, which is
unthinkable. Apparently, the only solution is to Deploreg verbosely,zlnd say how much
better things ought to be. ;

Then in Breen's: E.R. , KIZMAIZ #5, Lichtman commented to me.

it most of:the schools I went to, David (Bradley) would have lasted, all right,
but he would have been unhappy and occasionally physically threatened. Partly
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because of my helght, partly because I was quite 1ntroverted in certaln areas, I was
in much the same situation as David during much of my'school days. I think, in re-
trospect, it was a positive thing in certain ways, since in me at least it reinforced

-antimilitaristic and anti-violent ideas I'd had all along, as well as giving me some -
’backgrcund on a personal level with which to reflect about what Negro life is like

in the culture as a whole. But despite this apparent gain, I hated it and wish ‘'some-

~thing could:be done about it, since whatever one gains from it is far less than the

hurt involved when you are there. Not- Just the phy31cal hurt, but the~psycholog1cal

hurt of nonacceptance. e

It's tempting to point out at length how Fitch's comment at the tail end of

\Donaho's letter takes off.from a lot of (assumptions on) his part and goes on’through
.these assumptlons, adding further assumptlons as he goes along, to his snide conclus-

ion. This seems to be the Fitch method of commentlng, and the one»paragraph example
hHere is one of the more typical samplings. '‘The Fitch method pays no attention to
what you've said, but goes on hazy preconcpetions and faint misrecollections of past
comments of one's (or thlng(s) others have said about one) and Ignores and avoids
that which is being said in what he is osten31b1y commentlng on, ' The method is a -

. shrewd one, because it throws up a verbal aagn ontextual haze whleh obfuscates further

argument, ‘rebuttal or comment, in that it is with such authority and polish that it
is difficult to take apart and réfute without going to more length.-and pa:ns than it
is worth. But I refer you to my letters whlch ought to be (. d.v.) appearing in ‘-
Part 2 of Fltch's FR next week. . o

. g
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(Several weeks later whlle TUmoYS that Part 2 of Fitch's FR has come out’ have reached

Berkeley, Part 2 of Fltch's FR has not. 0.A Eney was sent a copy and all Cult members
in L. A, were handed one, but evidently Don' hasn't gotten ‘around to seriding out the others

yet.

((Since all Official Business was taken care of in Part 1, this ism't illegal or

anything; in fact he never has to publish Part 2 if he doesn't want to.)) I wish he'd
hurry up and mail it. I'm faunchlng to read Llchtman‘sﬂcompleat analy51s,of Fitch and
Fitch's reply.) : - : : 4

Well, we can't have all this blank whlte space so in the remalnlng llnes I'll quote

as much as possible of Prentiss Choate's letter in Breen's same F.R.

The "soul" theoryh-and the words is not one I would choose, due to a wealth of

‘Xian overtones that have nothing to do with what I'm talking about--is simply the

~ idea that the center of consciousness of each of us is not somethlng dependent for

‘explanatlon......

its existence on a physical vehicle. That is, the "I" that is awaré of being aware:-
is an incorporeal Atman, rather than a‘product of some pattern of neural impulses.
Therefore the demand to "show me a soul" is rather like asking to see the retina of
your own ‘eye. Trouble 'is, the theory that matter/energy is the only ultimately real
thing in the’ cosmos, and that consciousness is some sort of excrescence or byproduct”
(epiphencmenon is the usual word among behaviorists & loglcal—p031t1v1st duckspeak

‘specialists) of the mechanical interaction of particles, is. so.well built into the
- structure of western thought that the: notion of something real yet 1ncorporeal is

wellnigh 1nconcelvab1e for many people.
However, there is the alternate theory that consc1ousness or 1nte111gence is at
least as ultimate a'part of reality as is matter/energy. You and I, as intelligent

" entitites, are a part of this, as far as our basic nature is concerned, rather than

a part of the world. of particles and mechanies. Obviously I can't prove such a theory

to 'you, nor do I think you can disprove it--or prove the physical theory elther. But

I can 1nd1cate ‘a number of phenomena that point in this direction. Have you. ever done
any reading in (not merely about) the field of psychical research? There is quite a
bit of well—authentlcated materlal that pretty clearly calls for a nonmaterialst

'






